ABORIGINAL EDUCATION

Making Artefacts: Digging Stick

Unit outcome:

Students learn about the making of and uses of the digging stick, ending with an activity where
they learn the importance of mapping.

Teachers notes :

The digging stick is a women’s tool, sometimes called a Yam stick, is a solid wooden stick of
varying lengths, with multiple uses. In art it is often used to indicate a women.

They are typically made of strong, hard wood like Mulga or other hardwood saplings. Quite often
a digging stick will have one pointy end and one chisel or flat end. Another kind of Digging Stick
sometimes known as a “wana” has one pointy end, and the other end has a rounded end like a
Nulla Nulla, all digging sticks are specifically made for their environment.

Digging sticks are essential for foraging and gathering food, they helped loosen the soil to dig up
vegetables and roots, honey ants and drive out animals from burrows. They are a multi tool,
allowing a woman to only need one item for many different roles.

They are used in ceremony, particularly in women’s business, and sometimes used in
replacement of clapsticks during song and dance.

They can also be used to create symbols in the dirt which formed the basis of stories being
passed on to other generations.

Learning enquiries:
o Who used digging sticks?

o How were they used?

¢ \What do we use in modern times that are similar?

Content:
o Watch Wandana’s digging stick video

o Explore the uses of digging sticks and why they are so essential for a woman out on
country.
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e Explain the concept of mapping, and how drawing in dirt and sand was the very first form
of mapping. Showing an example by drawing it on the whiteboard.

¢ Take students outside and have them find a twig or stick to use for their map

e Guide class through activity

8 ways of Aboriginal Learning Links

As students map out their journey, they are able to physically show how they travel, it allows
them to show instead of tell, giving them more freedom with their words and communication.

By doing the maps activity they are able to bring their journey home, to school. They are able to
show who they journey with and where they are going. By taking photos the students can bring
home their map and share their knowledge with their family.

Mapping is an essential skill in the bush, we must know our landscape to be able to survive
without technology. This lesson, may be beneficial for children who have just moved to the
school or kindergarten as they will learn their route to school, if this is the case, | would
recommend revisiting this lesson a few days or weeks later to see how much more attention has
been payed on their journey home.

Materials

e Sunscreen, hat, weather appropriate clothing

e Twig or stick (please ensure children don’t break the sticks off plants, explain to them we
only take what the tree has provided for this exercise as we are only using it once)

o Outdoor area with dirt or sand ie sandpit.

e Camera

Activity

Students make a map of their journey to school in the sand or dirt, they can use symbols like
meeting places for home and school. Have them show their trip via lines signifying the roads, are
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they straight, to they have sharp corners, is it on a hill? They may travel with siblings so there
may be more than just their lines, or maybe they travel with their friends so they may branch off.
Have students create their own way to show their journey.

e After explaining the content have each child create their map.

¢ Allow the children time to explain their trip to their friend next to them or if there is time, film
them telling their journey while pointing on the map.

o Take a photo of the student with their work, so they can bring home knowledge to their

family, continuing that learning journey.
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